
Beach Clean at Weston Super Mare 

In collaboration with:               

Tuesday 1st August 2023  |  11:00 – 15:00
Weston Super Mare, Marine Parade  

Meet in front of The Big Wheel

Followed by refereshments  
at a local café. 

How is plastic pollution 
destroying the ocean?
	\ It’s estimated that over 12 million tonnes of 
plastic are dumped into the ocean every 
single year. Countless fish, birds, turtle, 
whales, and marine creatures are killed 
each year by mistaking plastics for food or 
getting entangled in discarded fishing gear 
across the world.

	\ Plastics don’t disappear over time. They 
break down into tiny pieces and enter the 
ocean food chain. They have been found 
inside humans, with yet unknown effects  
on our health.

	\ Plastic production is also increasing oil 
extraction, even as demand falls from 
transport and energy. Over 90% of plastic  
is made from chemicals sourced from 
fossil fuels – an industry still subsidised  
by the UK government.

	\ From its production to its slow breakdown 
in the ocean, plastic-related emissions 
equated to 1.0 gigatonnes of CO2 in 2016 
and could rise to 2.1 gt by 2040 – that’s 19% 
of the world’s emissions if we limit global 
warming to 1.5º.

*By weight  †As of 2021
‡��International Union for Conservation of Nature Red 
List of Threatened Species, source: Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO

By 2050 there will be 
MORE PLASTIC
THAN FISH in our oceans* 

8m 
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in the oceans

There are AT LEAST 
363,762,732,605 lbs

of PLASTIC 
POLLUTION

in the world’s oceans†

17% 
of the species 
affected by the 
presence of plastic 
in the ocean 
are on the  
IUCN Red List‡ 
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of plastic are dumped 
into our oceans
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1 million+
are killed EACH YEAR due to 
plastic pollution in the ocean
Animals who eat plastic often starve because the 
plastic prevents them from properly swallowing food
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