Griffiths Supports Tree Guard Removal with LANCET Volunteers in North Somerset

Colleagues working on our Bus Service Improvement Projects across North Somerset
recently joined volunteers from the Long Ashton Nature, Community and Environment
Trust (LANCET) to remove plastic tree guards from young trees along the Bristol
Southern Link Road.

Plastic tree guards play an important role in protecting saplings during their early stages
of growth. However, they should be removed after 7-10 years to prevent restricted
development and to reduce the long-term environmental impact caused by degrading
plastics.

Working together, LANCET volunteers and our Griffiths team removed more than 400
tree guards, all of which will be returned to the manufacturer for processing and
recycling into new guards — supporting a circular approach to materials and reducing
waste.

Amanda Barrett, Trustee of LANCET, said: “Really productive day releasing trees from
plastic guards and getting them ready for recycling. Thanks to Griffiths for collaboration,
including volunteers plus much-needed financial and professional support.”

James Tait, Apprentice Quantity Surveyor, added: “Helping with the removal of plastic
tree guards highlighted the importance of caring for our environment beyond the initial
planting efforts. Over time, these materials can become harmful to wildlife and the
landscape. Having the opportunity to be involved in their removal was a meaningful way
to support sustainability and work together with the local community.”

This collaboration demonstrates the positive impact that can be achieved when local
organisations and project teams work together to support the environment and the
communities we serve. A huge thank you to everyone involved.







